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1. What is the Mount Woodson Gateway County Preserve Parking Lot Project? 

The Mount Woodson Gateway County Preserve Parking Lot Project is a County-led effort to 
build a safe, off-street parking lot for visitors accessing the nearby Mount Woodson trail 
system, including Potato Chip Rock. It will include approximately 200 public parking 
spaces, 7 ADA-accessible spaces, trash and recycling receptacles, space for portable 
restrooms, and directional signage. 

The County acquired the 84-acre Mount Woodson Gateway County Preserve property in 
April 2019. Seventy-five acres were added to the County’s Multiple Species Conservation 
Program to protect native chamise chaparral, oak woodland, coastal sage scrub habitats 
and a variety of dependent wildlife. The remaining nine acres will be a parking lot project to 
build a safe, off-street parking lot for visitors accessing the nearby, existing Mount 
Woodson regional trail system.  

There are currently no formal trails within the County preserve. However, the Mount 
Woodson Gateway County Preserve Parking Lot will provide access to the Mount Woodson 
trailhead and regional trail system. The Mount Woodson trail system spans land managed 
by the City of San Diego, the City of Poway and the unincorporated community of Ramona. 

2. Why was this project needed? 

The Mount Woodson Gateway County Preserve Parking Lot Project is located just off State 
Route 67. Currently, many hikers park along the shoulders of State Route 67 (managed by 
CalTrans) or in nearby neighborhoods, then walk along or cross the highway where there 
are currently no designated crossings. This creates dangerous conditions for pedestrians 
and drivers. The Mount Woodson Gateway County Preserve Parking Lot Project will provide 
a safe alternative for trail users looking to access the nearby Mount Woodson regional trail 
system. 

3. When will the parking lot project be complete? 

Construction on the Mount Woodson Gateway County Preserve Parking Lot began in Fall of 
2024 and is anticipated to be open in early 2026. 

4. Will there be a parking fee? 

A $5 day-use fee will be charged per vehicle to help cover maintenance and operating 
costs. Visitors can also purchase an Annual Parking Pass for $50, which is valid at all 
County parks. Annual passes can be obtained by calling the County Parks Reservations 
Center at (858) 565-3600 or by purchasing online. 

https://www.sdparks.org/passes/
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5. What amenities and features are included? 

The project will feature a solar-powered entry gate, solar-powered bollard lighting, and 
clear directional signage to improve visitor safety. Additional signs outlining park rules and 
regulations will also be installed. Additional amenities include a prefabricated bridge 
across a small creek, decomposed granite trails, installation of an information kiosk and a 
park monument sign. 

6. How was the community involved? 

The County’s Department of Parks and Recreation worked closely with the community and 
partner agencies during the planning process. Engagement included attending Ramona 
Community Planning Group and sub-committee meetings, coordinating with Caltrans and 
CAL FIRE, and meeting with the Mt. Woodson Estates HOA to gather input that helped 
shape the project’s design.   

7. How much does the project cost? 

The total cost is $3.5 million, funded through the County’s General Fund. This includes 
land acquisition, design, permitting, construction, project management, and monitoring of 
cultural and biological resources.  

8.  How will the project be maintained? 

The new parking lot will be maintained and managed by the County. Annual operating 
costs are estimated at $110,800 and will be funded through day-use parking fees and other 
revenue sources. 

9.  Will the parking lot have hours of operation? 

The planned operating hours for the Mount Woodson Gateway County Preserve Parking Lot 
are sunrise to sunset, as outlined in County of San Diego Department of Parks and 
Recreation Policy C-07 Park Operations Division Operating Schedule. Access to the Mount 
Woodson trailhead will remain open for walk-ins outside of the planned sunrise to sunset 
operating hours for the parking lot.   

10. Are there other parking lots that provide access to the Mount Woodson trail 
system?  

The city of Poway operates and maintains the Lake Poway Recreation Area which also 
provides parking access to the Mt Woodson trail system. Lake Poway gates open at 6 a.m. 
daily and are closed and locked at sunset. 
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11. How does this project protect the environment? 

Seventy-five acres of the property are permanently protected under the County’s Multiple 
Species Conservation Program (MSCP) to preserve native habitat and wildlife. Sustainable 
design elements like solar lighting and entry gate will help reduce the site’s carbon 
footprint.  Additionally, the use of permeable paving will support natural water infiltration, 
helping to manage stormwater runoff and reduce the environmental impact. 

This project complies with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors on January 25, 2023 (Item 3). View the  Mt. Woodson Gateway 
County Preserve Parking Lot Final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. 

12. Contact Information 

We value community input as we continue to plan the opening of the Mount Woodson 
Gateway County Preserve Parking Lot Project. 

Community members can visit sdparks.org/MtWoodsonGateway for the most up-to-date 
information about the project, including operating hours and traffic safety plans. For 
technical questions about the project, please contact the Park Project Manager Emmet 
Aquino at Emmet.Aquino@sdcounty.ca.gov or (619) 318-6929. For operations questions, 
please contact Region Manager David Moniz at David.Moniz@sdcounty.ca.gov or (760) 
473-6721. 

 

https://www.sdparks.org/content/dam/sdparks/en/pdf/Resource-Management/Attachment%20B%20%20California%20Environmental%20Quality%20Act%20Mitigated%20Negative%20Declaration.pdf
https://www.sdparks.org/content/dam/sdparks/en/pdf/Resource-Management/Attachment%20B%20%20California%20Environmental%20Quality%20Act%20Mitigated%20Negative%20Declaration.pdf
https://www.sdparks.org/content/dam/sdparks/en/pdf/Resource-Management/Attachment%20D%20%20Mitigation%20Monitoring%20and%20Reporting%20Program.pdf
https://www.sdparks.org/mtwoodsongateway/
mailto:Emmet.Aquino@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:David.Moniz@sdcounty.ca.gov

